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HARIJAN'

October 20, 1951

GO-SEVA IN MADHYA BHARAT
(Extracts from a report by Shri Radhakrishna Bajaj
of his recent tour in Madhya Bharat in connection with
Go-Seva work).

Kasturba Gram, the headquarters of the
Kasturba Gandhi Trust is 4 miles from Indore.
Tt has 300 acres of land and there is a big tank
nearhy. When the centre will shortly start func-
tioning, it will need 4 to 5 mds. of milk daily. The
centre hopes to be able to produce all its require-
ments of milk, vegetables and food-grains on its
own land. There is a proposal that the Krishi-
Go-Seva-Vibhag (Department of Agriculture and
Cow-Service) of the Sarva-Seva-Sangh and the
Kasturba-Trust should undertake the work
jointly. They intend to keep the local Malwi
cows and improve the breed by means of selec-
tive breeding. Seth Badrilal has agreed to
donate 25 Malwi cows of good quality to start the
work. I hope that both the institutions will
sanction the scheme, and the work will start in
the near future. :

The Madhya Bharat Government has deci-
ded to start 3 Breed Improvement centres at 3
ydifferent places; the annual total expenses are
- estimated to be about a lakh of rupees. Of the
three two will be run by the Veterinary Depart-
ment of the Government ; the third, the Nimadi-
Breed-Improvement centre has been entrusted
to the Sarva-Seva-Sangh. It will be run by the
Madhya Bharat branch of the Sarva-Seva-Sangh
(Krishi-Go-Seva-Vibhag). Shri Baijnath Maho-
daya is the secretary of the branch, and Shri
Vishwanath Khode and Shri Takhtmal Jain are
members of the Committee. Shri Ramchandra
Jain and Shri Champalal Gole both of whom had
had their training in Wardha are in charge of the
work at the centre. Dr. Mukerji, the veterinary
officer of the place is giving his full co-operation.
The scheme adopted for the breed-improvement
in the villages is the same as drawn by the Go-
Seva_ Sangh. It is proposed to keep bulls of good
quality for use in 20 villages around the centre,
The existing useless ones will be rendered in-
effective through castration. This will lead by
and by to the improvement in the breed. The
area will be extended after the quality in the
selected area has gone up to the required level,
Having personally‘ seen the progress of Go-
Seva work in Madhya Bharat, I feel that both
.the people and the Government are enthusiastic
about it. They readily appreciate the new out-
look in the matter of Go-Seva which the Go-Seva
S_an_gh has been propagating. I, believe, given
right guidance and necessary help, the work will
go ahead rapidly. My impression is that of all
the students and workers who have come for
training in Go-Seva to us in Wardha, the Madhya
Bharat students have always been and are still
the most outstanding, :
(Translated from Hindi)
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
_ Gonds’ Response
The second stage of Vinobaji's North India Tour lay
through the Satpudas. He was heartily received by the
Gonds, the inhabitants of these hills, at every place. The
following figures will be interesting to the readers:

y No. of Donors
Date Halting Population Villages Total 1 25 More
Place on the land to to than

Way  Received 25 100 100

in acres acres acres acree

18  Umranala 300 5080 7 _ -
19 Chhindwada 35000 5400 6 —_ -
Sarna 355 4 — —

_Bangaon 11.50 8 _ =

20 Singodi 1295 79.55 42 —_ -
21  Amarwada 2955 108.13 34 —_ =
Kunavool  1.00 1 —_ =

Jungarvali 900 6 _ =

22 Surlakapa 320 5095 18 —_ =
23 Harrai 1669 103333 20 — 1
24  Kandcli 48 5.00 3 - —
25 MNarsinghpur 13000 6293 11 —
26 Kareli 7000 319.00 17 — 1
27 Barman 93] 52115 19 1 (2
Total 231649 196 1 4

The figures are eye-opener. The big cities of Chhind-
wada and Narsinghpur have proved very shy; but the
response of the villages is noteworthy. Why are the
cities shy ? In the villages Vinobaji comes into direct
contact with the villagers. His words touch their simple,
generous hearts. They know the pangs of the poor, the
agony of the landless. Their heart is as broad as the sky.
Vinobaji speaks to them personally, stretches out his one
hand and they fill his both hands with land. In the cities,
either the landholders have prejudices against Congress
workers, or the Congress workers have not the courage
to approach the landholders, because Congressmen
happen to be landlords themselves and before asking
others they must be prepared to part with a portion of
their own possessions. They have not yet fully realized
and far-r character of this move-

ment. =

In Telangana it was quite the other way. The villages
did contribute their mite unreservedly but the cities also
fully realized their responsibility and trled to make up a
four-figure contribution everywhere. Thus Suryapet,
Mahbubabad and Warangal did not lag behind and over-
reached the figure of one thousand acres each, while Adi-
labad made up two thousand. Many Congressmen gave a
fourth of their lands. But in Madhyapradesh for want of
adequate effort by those expected to glve a lead and prepare
big landholders beforehand, whatever donations came, are
made as a result of Vinobaji's personal appeal. And
Vinobaji does not stay for more than a day in any place.
But he is not in the least pessimistic. If the poor peop;g
have been giving away their precious lands, the rich can
niot escape. The rich ‘will have to follow the lead of the
.masse‘s tomorrow, having lost the opportunity of setting
an example. * All the land belongs to me. It shall come
to me, i.e. to Daridranarayana.” Such is the urge of the
hour. It is not I who am speaking; it is the will of the
Lord that is working through me, says Vinoba, The
masses, however, have caught the idea better. Their
moral support is evident from their enthusiasm, manifes-
ted through their donations, however small they may
be. Did not Bapu collect every pie that was offered
to him for Daridranorayone even by the Daridra-
narayana ? Out of the 201 donations, only 4 are of more
than & hundred acres, Thakur Udayabhanu Shah who
gave 96333 acres being one of them. All the rest are but
like drops which alone can water the land. ;

The Ra: relates that when Sugriva and Hanu-
man gaw Rama, Hanumana racognized in him his Master









